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The recent wet and windy 
weather this autumn and 
winter made me decide to 
construct an indoor layout 
to complement my garden 
railway. There was no way I 
could build this in the house 
so the only available option, 
was a temporary layout in 
my workshop, which would 
limit me to no more than 8 
foot by 6 foot. This limited me to a very small run of track. I decided 
to have the layout portable, easy to assemble, strong and yet not too 
heavy. 
 
What I required was something that, when put together, would be 
large enough to support a loop of track and still fit inside the work-
shop but dismantled would be no more than 103 cm by 75 cm (the 
dimensions of my car’s boot). I ignored the 16mm Association modu-
lar standards as the layout was to be self-contained. 
 
Although I had some bits and pieces of aluminium angle and block-
board, there was nothing large enough to make base units from 
scratch, so I had a look online to see whether any suitable folding ta-
bles could be purchased and adapted. 
 
I soon found a table that ticked all the boxes – aluminium and steel 
construction, folded measuring 1 metre by 60 cm, unfolded 2 metres 
by 60 cm and, best of all, available from a local DIY store. I bought 
two for £50 a pair. 
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When assembled and placed back to back the tables were sufficiently 
wide but not deep enough take even just a small oval of track so I 
needed to make some filler sections bridge the gap between the two. 
This also created a space in the middle where the loco operator could 
stand if they didn’t mind crawling through the table legs. 
 
I made the two filler sections from blockboard and aluminium that 
both rigidly joined the tables together and supported the track. To aid 
assembly everything was screwed together using nickel-plated M6 
bolts and wing nuts.  
 
For the track I initially planned to use Mamod but found no matter 
how I arranged it the sleepers always coincided with section edge, so 
instead I opted for Peco SM32 small radius curves, flexitrack and 
points.  

 
To even out any slight changes of 
level caused by the table edges I 
glued and taped on a layer of the 
non-slip mesh material you get to 
stop things sliding around in kitchen 
cupboards, and then laid the track on 
top of it. For speed and ease of con-
struction I used aluminium pop rivets 
rather than screws to hold the track 
down. Once the track was riveted in 
place I was able to saw through it 
where the tables met the filler sec-
tions, so allowing everything to stay 
in position when it was dismantled. 

 
I decided to add a bit of scenery so glued a couple of sheets of Peco 
scenic background paper to a length of scrap plywood and bolted this 

to the rear edge of one of 
the tables, using M6 bolts 
and wing nuts. 
 
A couple of tunnel mouths 
were purchased from 
Modeltown, painted and 
then glued to plywood to 
make them self supporting. 
Velcro strips were added to 
hold them firmly in position 
on the table. 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Other bits of scrap plywood were laid around the track and painted to 
represent a road, grass and the like. From ebay I acquired some suit-
ably sized plastic foliage to go along the edge of the track. Another 
ebay purchase, a level crossing gate, was likewise attached to the ta-
ble using Velcro. Finally, a few buildings were borrowed from my gar-

den railway to add a 
bit of additional real-
ism. 
 
After a few test runs 
using locos and roll-
ing stock I was suffi-
ciently confident that 
everything worked 
well enough to take 
some photographs.  
Unfortunately with 
the layout assembled 
there wasn’t enough 
space around it to 

take pictures so I took the opportunity of one of the few breaks in the 
seemingly incessant rain to erect the layout on the patio and use my 
camera there. 
 
So what do I think of the layout? I’m pretty happy with the result as 
it means I can run a train, admittedly only round in a small circle, no 
matter what the weather. The layout only takes about 20 minutes to 
put together and somewhat less to take apart. It also fits into the 
boot of my car so can be erected anywhere should the need arise. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The cost so far is just under £200. If I’d used Mamod track it would 
have been a bit more. 
 
I consider it money well spent. 
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